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1. INTRO TO READINGS
Today we're going to talk about sharing in Jesus' cup...

Throughout the Old Testament, suffering and wrath are often portrayed as the cup. 

PS 75:8 In the hand of the LORD is a cup
full of foaming wine mixed with spices;
he pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth
drink it down to its very dregs.

In Matthew 26 we see Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, in prayer, saying, “My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.”

Our Scripture reading comes from a passage in Matthew. 
It's just before the triumphal entry and the mother of James and John, comes to Jesus with a
special request.

2. READING
The reading is from Mat20:20-23

Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a 
favour of him. 

"What is it you want?" he asked.

She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at 
your left in your kingdom."

"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going 
to drink?"

"We can," they answered.

Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for 
me to grant."

3. SERMON.
3.1. INTRO

During lockdown 5 I recorded two of my midweek messages here in the workshop explaining 
that I often retreated to my workshop when I needed time to think...

This has been a workshop week for me.
Not because I've had lots of things that needed fixing, but because I've been in need of 
fixing.

And this is on two levels.

1. In our personal lives we've faced some tough challenges, and, please don't worry, it has
nothing to do with the church or our family, and the details are not important, but I 
have been stretched and pulled incredibly.

2. There are many around us who are struggling:
- People have been retrenched
- Loved ones have passed away
- Loved ones are fading away or in a coma
- Relationships are strained and sometimes even torn apart
- There's a pile of aggression and frustration out there



And what's really tough is that for many it has not been a single event, 
but a series of challenges, a brutal war of attrition
I know a number of people who can tick multiple boxes:
- Not only the loss of a loved one, but a pay-cut
- Not only the death or illness of loved one but hit by crime
- Not only lonely isolation, but watching a loved one fade

And all of this in the context of 
- load-shedding
- political bickering
- ineffectual leadership 
- the flourishing of corruption
- and wheels of justice that turn too slowly...

And so we find ourselves experiencing:
- with palpitating hearts and tumble-dryer tummies
- not sleeping well at night
- doubting ourselves
- and frustrated and disillusioned with God

And so we find our souls in desperate need of repair...

So what do we need to do?

1. Confront the Misconception of Prosperity
2. Understand Jesus Cup
3. Persevere!

3.2. 1. CONFRONT THE MISCONCEPTION OF PROSPERITY

James, John and their Mother came to Jesus with an assumption.
They assumed that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem to claim the throne.
They wanted part of that.

But Jesus warns them that His own path will involve suffering.
And that they too will suffer.
And, as it turned out, James was the first of the disciples to die violently. (Acts 12)

In this broken world, we will drink from suffering's cup...

• Phil 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, 
but also to suffer for him,

• 2Cor1:5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through 
Christ our comfort overflows. 

• Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings

• Rom 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

We don't get to bypass suffering.
BUT - suffering doesn't mean that God has left the building...
But we need to understand Jesus' cup...

3.3. 2. UNDERSTAND JESUS CUP

In Col 1:24 makes a mind-blowing statement: 
"Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, 
and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking 
in regard to Christ's afflictions, 
for the sake of his body, which is the church."



At first it sounds like, Jesus didn't suffer enough and so we have to make up for it.
But that's not it...

Jesus cup was the brokeness of the world and not only the physical suffering He endured.

Our pain, is already in His cup.
In our trials and tribulations we sip from the cup.
Jesus drained it to the dregs.

He is with us. He's at the epicenter - He took the brunt - He's the shock-absorber.

He's got this! And He's got you!

3.4. 3. PERSEVERE!
Leadership writers have talked about IQ, 
and then about EQ.
And now AQ - Adversity Quotient.

How do we develop an Adversity Quotient:

1. Don't let pain bully you! Get your perspective right.
2. Trust in God! Jesus is with you and He overcome. So can we.
3. Understand the power of prayer

- the prayers of waiting and wailing
- the prayers of the saints

4. The power of Community
- share and bask in their love

5. Nourish your soul
- with scripture
- and whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy

CONCLUSION

Three Statements:

1. Don't let trouble bully you!
2. Know that Jesus drank your cup too. He's got this - He's got you!
3. Never never never give up
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