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Intro to Readings
You'll remember that we spoke about Thessalonians a few weeks back...

Scholars think that Thessalonians is the first letter Paul wrote.

When he went to Thessalonica, there was a lovely response 
But soon there was great resistance and a riot.
Paul and Silas had to flee.
Their opponents even followed them to the next town.

Paul was worried about them
so he sent Timothy back...

Timothy brought back a glowing report...

Paul writes to commend them and encourage them...

Readings
Paul, Silas and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace and peace to you.
We always thank God for all of you, 
mentioning you in our prayers. 
We continually remember before our God and Father 
your work produced by faith, 
your labour prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, 
that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you 
not simply with words, 
but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit 
and with deep conviction. 
You know how we lived among you for your sake. 
You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, 
you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.

Sermon

Intro

Paul loves triplets - his most famous one Faith, Hope and Love 
1Cor13, Col 1, 1Thes1 & 5
But there are a couple more in this passage:



• Work, Labour, Endurance - Faith Hope and Love
• The Gospel came

- With Power
- The Spirit 
- Deep Conviction

• Their response:
- You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, 
- you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
- and so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 

Tough Environment

They were in a tough environment:
- A worldview against them
- Physical threats
- Material threats

How and Why did they do so well?

Let's look at the first triplet which is in fact a double triplet.
It's double in the sense that it talks about their ACTIONS and their MOTIVATION.

Look at their actions:
Work, labour and endurance. 
The Greek for these words is interesting: 

• The word for "WORK" is the common Greek word much like the English "work."
• The word for "LABOUR" can also mean "beating the breast with grief" and 

"trouble" 
• the word for ENDURANCE implies a "long suffering", a "steadfast patience" 

and a "marathon event."

"But I thought being a Christian guaranteed an easy life!"
I have news for you! 
Paul makes it clear that the Thessalonians could expect:

• their faith journey to involve common work (which can be drudgery), 
• heartbreaking labour 
• and marathon endurance. 

Many of us are losing heart at the moment.

So let's look at our motivations:

• Firstly we are motivated by FAITH:
When we do the WORK (which can be drudgery)
We believe in a God who we cannot see, but we believe He is good.
- We look back and we see the cross,
- We see the way our forbears were carried
- We look back at our own salvation and answered prayers
- We work for things we cannot always see (until we look back...) 

• But we are also motivated by LOVE:
When we do the LABOUR which can be heartbreaking:
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- The love revealed on the cross
- The love that we have experienced in providence
- And the love that God places in our hearts for others.

• And we are sustained by HOPE when we are
stretched beyond endurance.
- Hope that God has a plan
- That death and suffering are defeated bullies
- That light is greater than darkness.

CONCLUSION

Now is not the time to fade.
Now is not the time to shrink back.
Let's do the Work, the Labour, the Enduring.
And hold on to faith and love.

In ch.5 as Paul is rounding off his letter he brings us back:
But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, 
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, 
and the hope of salvation as a helmet.

BENEDICTION

HEB 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those 
who believe and are saved.
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