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1. INTRO TO READINGS
The story of Joseph spans 13 chapters and comprises a quarter of the book of Genesis. But 
Joseph is not is not the most important character in Genesis.

So why is he given so much "airtime"?
Commentators call this section "The Joseph Saga".
And herein lies his importance - A saga is about the ups and downs in life and the lessons we 
learn and Joseph's Saga teaches us a lot.

The basic story is simple:
Joseph is one of twelve brothers.
God gives him big dreams 
but his father's favoritism paints a target on his back...
- His brothers throw him in a pit and sell him as a slave.
- He works hard for Potiphar but lands up in prison
- He interprets dreams but still spends two more years in prison
- Pharoah has dreams - Joseph interprets them
- Pharaoh's dreams come true
- He becomes 2IC in Egypt but his family don't recognise him and fear him.

We never hear of Joseph's internal doubts and struggles, but I am sure at various times he 
must have said to himself:

• “Lord you gave me these big dreams and now I’m in the pit.” 
• “Lord you gave me these big dreams and now I'm in prison.” 
• "Lord you made other people's dreams come true and I'm still in prison" 
• “Lord you gave me these big dreams and now I'm second in command in Egypt and my 

brothers are standing in front of me and they don't even know me.”

1.1. INTRO

Many of us know the words of that song from the musical "Joseph and his technicolor dream-
coat..."
I closed my eyes, drew back the curtain To see for certain what I thought I knew
Far far away, someone was weeping But the world was sleeping Any dream will do
I wore my coat, with golden lining Bright colors shining, wonderful and new
And in the east, the dawn was breaking
And the world was waking Any dream will do
A crash of drums, a flash of light My golden coat flew out of sight
The colors faded into darkness I was left alone

1.2. PRISON AND DREAMS...
There are 3 pairs of dreams in Joseph's story

• Josephs dreams of sheaves bowing down, and sun, moon and stars bowing down.
• The dreams of the Baker and CupBearer - both being fulfilled
• The dreams of Pharaoh about cows and ears of wheat

While the dreams of others came true quite quickly, Joseph's dreams seem elusive and out of
reach...



And he's in prison - fancy prison - but prison nevertheless.
Speaks of Potiphar's doubts maybe....
But he'll still be forgotten for two years.

Imagine the sense of disconnection and frustration...

In this Corona time many of us have had to deal with 
- the sense of being in prison 
- and the heartache of delayed dreams...

I think there are some lessons we can learn about Joseph
and about God...

1.3. ABOUT JOSEPH

1. At first Joseph seems arrogant when he shares his dreams. But this is the only time.
Everywhere else Joseph is respectful and points towards God.

2. Joseph is always willing to work hard and faithfully.
3. He's mature enough to resist temptation
4. He is diligent in using his gifts (leadership and dreams) 
5. He is faithful and caring
6. He honours God.
7. He forgives his brothers 
8. He sees God's hand in the bigger picture.

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT GOD?
1. God is a Planner and - Dream Giver
2. God helps us and blesses the work of our hands
3. He's at work in the world in spite of evil
4. He uses us to work with Him

EXCURSUS/DIGRESSION

Joseph - a type of Christ

• Both were betrayed by someone close
• Both were sold at a slave's wage
• Both experienced God as Helper (The Holy Spirit)
• Joseph seemed to be dead and now come back to life (and of course he finally died)
• Jesus died and rose again
• Joseph tested his brothers to see if they were worthy of forgiveness
• But Jesus forgives

CONCLUSION

1. Joseph teaches us
- Be patient and work hard while you do
- Be caring towards others and let God use you
- Honour God and Forgive others.

2. God 
- is a Dream-Giver, 
- Planner who's at work in spite of Evil
- and He helps us as we work with Him

Who knows what God could do with our lives? 
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