
“We have seen
the Lord!”

Devotions on Resurrection 
Appearances of Jesus



The Stations of the Resurrection
A few years ago we did a “Stations of the Cross” display at our church. 
It was so meaningful to people that a year later we did a “Stations of 
the Resurrection.”

I asked Anse Sotiralis, one of our members, to do the artwork, while 
our “Office Gang” put the posters together.

While the “Stations of the Cross” were quite sombre and serious, the 
“Stations of the Resurrection” are hopeful and inspiring. People enjoyed 
them, but the very short window between Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday didn’t make viewing the display easy for everyone. 

It struck me that an e-book might be more accessible and usable. And 
so this is what you have in front of you!

Just something about the approach I have taken and how to get the 
most out of this booklet…

• Instead of cataloguing all the Resurrection appearances, I have 
identified seven “types/groups/categories” of people to whom 
Jesus appeared.  I hope you will grab onto the “point” of each 
Resurrection appearance and apply that to your own life. 

• The last page of this document is a PDF form. You could either 
print it out and write on it or type your responses directly into the 
document and then save it (with your responses) to reflect on 
later… You might document an insight, a prayer of thanksgiving or 
an action to take. 

• Allow your heart to be “strangely warmed” by the wonder of the 
resurrection.

I hope you will really enjoy the booklet!

God bless!

Theo



1. The Outcast – Mary

When Jesus rose early on the first day of 
the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven 
seven demons. She went and told those who 
had been with him and who were mourning 
and weeping. When they heard that Jesus 
was alive and that she had seen him, they 
did not believe it.      (Mark 16:9)

"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who 
is it you are looking for?"
    Thinking he was the gardener, she said, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him."
Jesus said to her, "Mary."
    She turned toward him and cried out in 
Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).
Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have 
not yet returned to the Father. Go instead 
to my brothers and tell them, `I am 
returning to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.' "
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with 
the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she 
told them that he had said these things to 
her. (John 20:15-18)

“Mary, out of whom he had driven 
seven demons.” 
Imagine having that as your reputation!  
Imagine having people wonder what 
kind of woman you might have been to 
have become host to seven evil spirits. 
Imagine people always remembering 
how badly you were in need of 
rescuing. 
There was a time that Mary must have 
been a complete outcast, and even now 
the disciples are quick to discard her 
testimony about His resurrection. 
But think of what being the witness of 
the resurrection may have meant for 
her: Having Jesus save her from demon 
possession must have been a wonderful  
thing, but the death of her rescuer must  
have filled Mary with a terrible fear. 
With her rescuer dead, would the evil 
come back? 
She gets to be the first witness of Jesus  
triumph over death – a certainty that 
evil was forever defeated and she was 
not rejected by Christ!



2. The Faithful – The Women

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' 
body. Very early on the first day of the week, just 
after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 
and they asked each other, "Who will roll the 
stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" But 
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had been rolled away. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, 
and they were alarmed. "Don't be alarmed," he 
said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, `He is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.' "  (Mark 16:1-9)

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid 
yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. 
They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshipped him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me."(Matthew 28:8-10)

These women were the faithful 
ones. They had supported Jesus 
in His three years of public 
ministry and they had provided 
for His practical needs. They had 
been there at the Cross and they 
were coming to do the right thing  
for him.
 These were practical women 
who showed their love in 
practical ways. Work-worn 
hands, strong arms and 
shoulders. They had spices to 
anoint His body – an act of 
worship. 
They were background people – 
people often not noticed. But 
here they are given the message 
of the resurrection! By appearing 
to them before the Disciples, 
Jesus is honouring their simple, 
practical faith.



3. The Broken – Peter

"It is true! The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon."      (Luke 24:34)
  
When they had finished eating, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, 
do you truly love me more than these?"
    "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I 
love you."
    Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."
Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do 
you truly love me?"
    He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you."
    Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."
The third time he said to him, "Simon son 
of John, do you love me?"       (John21:15-
17)

Jesus actually spends special time with 
Peter twice. The first is before he appears 
to the rest of the disciples – and we have 
nothing more than what Luke tells us. 
The second time Jesus spends time with 
Peter alone is after the big catch of fish 
and the “braai-vis” on the beach. They 
take a stroll along the shore with John 
trailing a little behind .
Think about Peter's Predicament: He had 
promised Jesus that he would stay faithful  
even when the others did not, but when 
the crunch came, he ran away and then, 
before the rooster crowed, he denied three  
times that he even knew Jesus. 
It is very possible that the two 
appearances are about forgiveness and 
then about reinstatement. The beautiful 
thing about the account in John's gospel is  
that Jesus gives Peter the opportunity to 
affirm three times that he loves Jesus – 
once for every time he denied him.



4. To establish His word in our hearts

He said to them, "How foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken!  Did not the 
Christ have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?"  And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which 
they were going, Jesus acted as if he 
were going farther. But they urged him 
strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly 
evening; the day is almost over." So he 
went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
began to give it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, 
and he disappeared from their sight. 
They asked each other, "Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked 
with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?"               (Luke 24:25-32)

If you were the Press-Agent for Jesus' 
post-resurrection appearances, where 
would you have Him go on Resurrection 
Sunday?
- The Steps of the Temple?
- Herod's Palace?
- The middle of the market-place?
Well, surprisingly, Jesus spends the bulk of  
Resurrection Sunday walking along a 
dusty road toward Emmaus with two fairly  
unknown followers. One is named Clopas 
and some scholars believe his companion 
is his wife, Mary. (This would explain why 
they could extend hospitality to Him so 
easily.) For the whole of the journey Jesus 
remains unrecognised. 
What was the purpose of this strange use 
of Resurrection Day time? 
To establish the Word of God as the basis 
for understanding the crucifixion and 
resurrection. 
Your heart can also be “strangely 
warmed” (how John Wesley described it) 
when you hear God's Word.



5. To commission and remove doubt and fear - 
The disciples 

On the evening of that first day of the 
week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you!" After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As 
the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you." ...
A week later his disciples were in the 
house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you!" Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my 
God!"
Then Jesus told him, "Because you have 
seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have 
believed."               (John 20:19-29)

Although there had been a couple of 
reports of resurrection appearances, the 
disciples were still hidden away and 
fearful. 
Jesus' appearance brings joy and hope 
back into their lives again. 
Thomas is not so certain... His nickname 
(Didymus) means “twin.” It might be that 
he suffered a terrible loss involving his 
twin and this loss makes it harder for him 
to believe. 
When you look at his behaviour earlier in 
the gospels, Thomas is full of faith and 
insight – far from the “doubting Thomas” 
image we have.
For those who have suffered great loss, 
hope is hard to kindle...
But when Thomas finally sees Jesus, he 
does not need to touch Him, because it has  
all become clear: Jesus has suffered 
incredibly so that we are never ever alone.
Thomas utters the New Testament's 
greatest statement of faith - “My Lord and  
My God.



6. The Brother who was so mistaken - James

 

For even his own brothers did not believe 
in him.           (John 7:5)

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a 
crowd gathered, so that he and his 
disciples were not even able to eat.  
When his family heard about this, they 
went to take charge of him, for they said, 
"He is out of his mind."    (Mark 3:20-21)

Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles...          (1Cor15:7)

They all joined together constantly in 
prayer, along with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers.                  (Acts 1:14)

James was one of Jesus' half-brothers. 
Although they grew up with Jesus, they 
had a hard-time believing in Him. 
They were antagonistic and even thought 
that Jesus was out of His mind!
Sometimes familiarity can breed 
contempt...
Can you imagine watching your half-
brother being crucified? We don't know 
when the penny dropped for James, but 
we do know that Jesus appeared to him.
We don't have the details, but Mary, 
James and his brothers join the church in 
Acts 1 and James becomes the leader of 
the Jerusalem church. 
He had made a terrible mistake, he had 
been so wrong, but he was so forgiven!
Has familiarity led you to minimise the 
importance of Easter in your heart? Have 
you suddenly realised how mistaken you 
have been?
It's not too late...
                                      Just ask James!



7. To you and me - to Paul - Acts 9 & 1Cor15

Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as 
to one abnormally born.           (1Cor.15:7-8)

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to 
the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?"
"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.
    "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he 
replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do."....
.... Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, 
the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 
as you were coming here--has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength.
Saul spent several days with the disciples in 
Damascus. At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  
                                                                (Acts 9:3-20)

Saul was against the Gospel 
until he had an encounter with 
the Risen Christ and became 
Paul. 
Paul's encounter is different 
from all the others that we have 
looked at. The other encounters 
are flesh and blood (pre-
ascension) appearances of Jesus.  
Paul's encounter with the Risen 
Christ is a visionary faith-
encounter, not a five-senses 
encounter. 
The awesome thing about Paul's 
experience is that Jesus still 
appears to us today – we may 
not be knocked to the ground 
and get temporarily blinded, but 
we encounter the truth of the 
resurrection and it can fill our 
hearts to such an extent that we  
can tell others that Jesus is the 
Son of God!
Who will you tell today?



Seven Resurrection 
Appearances

Scene

1. The Outcast 

2. The Faithful

3. The Broken

4. To establish His Word

5. To Commission the Disciples

6. The Brother who was Mistaken

7. To Paul and you and me.
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